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Recently, Gabrielle Wedeking of Marble
Rock was born with a rare disorder of the im-
mune system and required a bone marrow
transplant. Marble Rock Unit 287 held a ben-
efit that included a meal, bake sale, raffles, as
well as silent and live auctions. Over $44,000
was raised to help fund Gabrielle’s transplant.

This generous and selfless act deserves
honoring, and thus | stand today and recog-
nize Marble Rock Unit 387.

———

HONORING LIEUTENANT SARA
PLATT MOSER’S SERVICE TO
THE UNITED STATES COAST
GUARD

HON. HOWARD COBLE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 24, 2007

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
honor Lieutenant Sara Platt Moser for her
service to the United States House of Rep-
resentatives and the United States Coast
Guard.

As some of you may know, Lieutenant
Moser was detailed to the House Coast Guard
Liaison office July of 2004, and | am proud to
have had the opportunity to work closely with
her over the past three years. My colleagues,
staff, and | have valued her knowledge and
understanding of the Coast Guard operational
missions, day to day challenges, and roles
and responsibilities.

During her career in the Coast Guard, Lieu-
tenant Moser has served aboard the CG Cut-
ter RELIANCE and as the Assistant Oper-
ations Officer at Coast Guard Group Saint Pe-
tersburg.

Next week, Lieutenant Moser will leave her
post as the Coast Guard’s Assistant House Li-
aison in pursuit of a new assignment within
the Coast Guard Reserve.

It has been my pleasure to work with Lieu-
tenant Moser. On behalf of the Representa-
tives and staff who have also been fortunate
enough to work with Sara, | wish her, her hus-
band Marty and their daughter Anna, clear
skies and smooth sailing.

——

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF
SERVICE AT MELEAR’S BARBECUE

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 24, 2007

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, the
Representatives in these hallowed halls of
Congress come from every corner of the
United States, and our pallets and diets are as
varied as our accents.

When | say “barbecue” here in Washington
that means something totally different to peo-
ple from different parts of this country. In
Texas, barbecue is beef. To others, barbecue
is pretty much anything cooked on a grill. But
in my home State of Georgia and in sur-
rounding southern States, barbecue means
only one thing: pit-cooked pork.

Americans concerned about the “McDon-
ald’s-ization” of this Nation need only come
down South for some fine barbecue cuisine.
While pork is always at the base of southern
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barbecue, the secret is in the sauce and in the
sides. Drive a hundred-mile radius from any
barbecue joint in the South and the meal and
preparation will probably be totally different. In
parts of the Carolinas, you're more likely to
get mustard-based sauce while pretty much
throughout Georgia the sauce of choice is vin-
egar-based. In east Georgia, your side might
be hash and rice; in west Georgia where | live,
you’ll probably get a side of Brunswick stew.

One thing that's always the same: No mat-
ter where you go in the South, the locals think
their brand of barbecue beats out the rest.

Residents of Fayette County in Georgia’s
Third Congressional District have dined on
pork barbecue and Brunswick stew and sweet
tea at Melear's Barbecue for 50 years this
month. Restaurants make their profits pennies
on the plate and they have to sell a lot of
plates to stay in business. The majority of
eateries go out of business within 2 years of
opening. To survive for 25 times that long tes-
tifies to the Melear family’s good business
sense, yes, but also to their good barbecue.

The fine Southern cuisine isn’t Melear’s only
draw; it's also a neighborhood gathering spot
for the people of Fayetteville. It's where local
city council members, county commissioners
and sheriff's deputies meet up to plot plans,
and it's where aspiring politicians running
statewide in Georgia head to shake hands
with the community’s leaders.

Melear’s is a special barbecue restaurant in
that it's open for breakfast, lunch and dinner.
| confess that as a longtime homebuilder in
Fayette County, there was a time when | start-
ed every day off right with a heaping breakfast
served up by Kenny Melear.

The people of Fayette County and | person-
ally am thankful for 50 years of fine meals and
good company at Melear's. | congratulate
Kenny and his family for a half-century of suc-
cess and send best wishes for a half-century
more. And with those best wishes, I'd like a
barbecue plate with Brunswick stew and a big
glass of sweet tea.

—

HONORING THE LIFE OF DORO-
THEA TOWLES CHURCH, FASHION
MODEL AND DESIGNER

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 24, 2007

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | would like
to recognize, honor, and pay tribute to the sig-
nificant, groundbreaking achievements of the
talented Dorothea Towles Church, who over-
came the many obstacles placed in her way to
become the first successful black fashion
model. She was the seventh of eight children,
born on July 26, 1922 in Texarkana, Texas.
She began her college education at Wiley Col-
lege in Marshall, Texas, majoring in biology.
However, after moving to Los Angeles to live
with her wealthy uncle after the death of her
mother, she transferred to the University of
Southern California and received a master’s
degree in education. While present in Los An-
geles, she began to generate an interest in
acting but was discouraged by the lack of
black actors in the entertainment industry. In-
stead, she became a model for black maga-
zines and fashion shows in the area.

Dorothea Church’s unprecedented success
came at the young age of twenty-seven when
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she was vacationing in Paris to listen to her
sister, Lois Towles, sing with Fisk University.
Church’s great beauty and striking presence
were extraordinary. Her beauty and talent
were indisputable and she made a break-
through in the most famous and prestigious
fashion market in the world when she was
signed by Christian Dior as a high-fashion
model. For the first time in her life, Church
was not impacted by racial intolerance.
Church once stated, “If you're beautiful, [the
French] don’t care what color you are.”

Even though many racial barriers were over-
come, Church still had to deal with the innate
prejudices that many people had towards Afri-
can-Americans. Church had been forbidden to
model and display high fashioned pictures in
predominantly black magazines. The industry’s
excuse was that it was meaningless to display
such photographs because the black commu-
nity was not interested in the clothing. Or per-
haps they didn’t believe the black community
could afford such clothing. Either way, Church
used her power and prestige and was able to
open the door for other aspiring black models
by extending her appearances in the white
fashion magazines to appear in a newly
founded black owned Ebony magazine.

Dorothea Towles Church, the gorgeous and
influential fashion model, couture designer,
and black activist, bridged a divide between
the races in high-fashion that appeared to be
insurmountable. Church was an inspiration to
all African-Americans who ever had an impos-
sible dream. After her death from heart and
kidney disease on July 7, 2006, there has
been a renewed appreciation of Church’s tri-
umphs and accomplishments. She was, and
continues to be a perpetual role model who
brought pride to her people and community
and who continues to serve as an important
role model to young women with dreams
today.

[From the New York Times, July 23, 2007]
OBITUARIES: DOROTHEA TOWLES CHURCH,
BLACK MODEL IN 1950°S PARIS
(By Eric Wilson)

NEW YORK.—Dorothea Towles Church, the
first successful black model in Paris, who
discovered personal liberation on the run-
ways of Christian Dior and Elsa Schiaparelli
in the 1950s, died July 7 in Manhattan. She
was 83.

Her death was confirmed by Michael Henry
Adams, a curator at the Museum of the City
of New York, where she is among those to be
featured in an exhibition called ‘‘Black Style
Now,”” which will open Sept. 7.

Church’s success was historic in an indus-
try that had resisted using any but white
models to represent beauty on magazine cov-
ers, in advertisements and on runways.
Church was responsible for breaking down
some of those barriers and was revered in
France during the five years she modeled
there.

“If you're beautiful, they don’t care what
color you are,” she said of the French in
postwar Paris.

“I got invited out all the time,” she said in
Barbara Summers’s 1998 book ‘‘Black and
Beautiful.” “I was the only black model in
Europe and I just thought I was an inter-
national person.”

Her easy acceptance in Paris was reported
at home in black publications, in articles
about the designers she knew and about how
she once dyed her hair platinum at Dior’s re-
quest.

But her growing fame did not eliminate
prejudice on the part of some designers. At
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